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| NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON ON THE ELI M NATI ON
OF ALL FORMS OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON

The States Parties to this Conventi on,

Considering that the Charter of the United Nations is based on the
principles of the dignity and equality inherent in all human bei ngs,
and

that all Menber States have pl edged thenselves to take joint and
separate

action, in co-operation wth the Organi zation, for the achievenent of
one

of the purposes of the United Nations which is to pronote and

encour age

uni versal respect for and observance of human rights and fundanent al
freedons for all, without distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or
religion,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts procl ai ns
t hat

all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and

t hat

everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedons set out therein,
W t hout distinction of any kind, in particular as to race, col our or
national origin,

Considering that all human beings are equal before the |law and are
entitled

to equal protection of the |aw against any discrimnation and agai nst
any

I ncitement to discrimnation,

Considering that the United Nations has condemmed col onialismand all
practices of segregation and discrimnation associated therewith, in
what ever form and wherever they exist, and that the Declaration on the
Granting of |Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples of 14
Decenber

1960 (CGeneral Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV)) has affirned and sol emmly
procl ai med the necessity of bringing themto a speedy and
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uncondi ti onal
end,

Considering that the United Nations Declaration on the Elimnation of
Al

Fornms of Racial Discrimnation of 20 Novenber 1963 (CGeneral Assenbly
resolution 1904 (XVII11) ) solemmly affirnms the necessity of speedily

elimnating racial discrimnation throughout the world in all its
fornms and

mani f estati ons and of securing understandi ng of and respect for the
dignity

of the human person,

Convi nced that any doctrine of superiority based on raci al
differentiation

is scientifically false, norally condemabl e, socially unjust and
dangerous, and that there is no justification for raci al

di scrimnation, in

theory or in practice, anywhere,

Reaffirm ng that discrimnation between human bei ngs on the grounds of
race, colour or ethnic origin in an obstacle to friendly and peacef ul
rel ati ons anong nations and is capabl e of disturbing peace and
security

anong peopl es and the harnony of persons living side by side even
wi t hin

one and the sanme State,

Convi nced that the existence of racial barriers is repugnant to the
| deal s
of any human soci ety,

Al armed by manifestations of racial discrimnation still in evidence
i n

sonme areas of the world and by governnental policies based on raci al
superiority or hatred, such as policies of apartheid, segregation or
separati on,

Resol ved to adopt all necessary neasures for speedily elimnating

raci al

discrimnation in all its forms and manifestations, and to prevent and
conbat racist doctrines and practices in order to pronote
under st andi ng
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bet ween races and to build an international comunity free from all
forns
of racial segregation and racial discrimnation,

Bearing in mnd the Convention concerning Discrimnation in respect of
Enpl oynent and Qccupation adopted by the International Labour

Organi sati on

in 1958, and the Convention against Discrimnation in Education
adopt ed by

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
in

1960,

Desiring to inplenment the principles enbodied in the United Nations
Decl aration on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racial D scrimnation
and to

secure the earliest adoption of practical neasures to that end,

Have agreed as foll ows:
PART |
Article 1

1. In this Convention, the term"racial discrimnation"” shall nean any
di stinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race,

col our,

descent, or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect
of

nullifying or inpairing the recognition, enjoynment or exercise, on an
equal

footing, of human rights and fundanental freedons in the political,
econom c¢, social, cultural or any other field of public life.

2. This Convention shall not apply to distinctions, exclusions,
restrictions or preferences made by a State Party to this Convention
bet ween citizens and non-citizens.

3. Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as affecting in any
way

the | egal provisions of States Parties concerning nationality,
citizenship

or naturalization, provided that such provisions do not discrimnate
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agai nst any particular nationality.

4. Special neasures taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate
advancenent of certain racial or ethnic groups or individuals
requiring

such protection as nay be necessary in order to ensure such groups or
I ndi vi dual s equal enjoynent or exercise of human rights and

f undanent al

freedons shall not be deened racial discrimnation, provided,
however, that

such neasures do not, as a consequence, |lead to the nai ntenance of
separ at e

rights for different racial groups and that they shall not be

conti nued

after the objectives for which they were taken have been achi eved.

Article 2

1. States Parties condenmn racial discrimnation and undertake to

pursue by
al | appropriate neans and w thout delay a policy of elimnating raci al
discrimnation in all its forns and pronoti ng understandi ng anong all

races, and, to this end:

(a) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of
raci al
di scrim nati on agai nst persons, groups of persons or
institutions and
to ensure that all public authorities and public institutions,
nati onal and local, shall act in conformty with this obligation;
(b) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support
raci al
di scrimnation by any persons or organi zati ons;
(c) Each State Party shall take effective neasures to review
governnental , national and | ocal policies, and to anend, rescind
or
nullify any | aws and regul ati ons which have the effect of
creating or
perpetuating racial discrimnation wherever it exists;
(d) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all
appropriate nmeans, including legislation as required by
ci rcunstances, racial discrimnation by any persons, group or
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or gani zati on;

(e) Each State Party undertakes to encourage, where appropriate,
I ntegrationist nulti-racial organi zations and novenents and ot her
nmeans of elimnating barriers between races, and to di scourage
anyt hing which tends to strengthen racial division.

2. States Parties shall, when the circunstances so warrant, take, in
t he

social, economc, cultural and other fields, special and concrete
measur es

to ensure the adequate devel opnent and protection of certain racial
gr oups

or individuals belonging to them for the purpose of guaranteeing

t hem t he

full and equal enjoynent of human rights and fundanental freedons.
These

nmeasures shall in no case entail as a consequence the nmaintenance of
unequal or separate rights for different racial groups after the

obj ecti ves

for which they were taken have been achi eved.

Article 3

States Parties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid
and

undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of this
nat ure

in territories under their jurisdiction.

Article 4

States Parties condem all propaganda and all organizations which are
based

on ideas or theories of superiority of one race or group of persons

of one

colour or ethnic origin, or which attenpt to justify or pronote racial
hatred and discrimnation in any form and undertake to adopt

| edi at e and

positive neasures designed to eradicate all incitenment to, or acts

of , such

discrimnation and, to this end, with due regard to the principles

http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/BH490.txt (5 of 21)12/23/2003 2:36:06 AM



http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/BH490.txt

enbodi ed

in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the rights expressly
set

forth in article 5 of this Convention, inter alia:

(a) Shall declare an offence punishable by law all di ssem nation of
| deas
based on racial superiority or hatred, incitenent to racial
discrimnation, as well as all acts of violence or incitenent to
such
acts against any race or group of persons of another col our or
et hni c
origin, and al so the provision of any assistance to raci st
activities, including the financing thereof;
(b) Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizations, and al so
or gani zed
and all other propaganda activities, which pronbote and incite
raci al
di scrimnation, and shall recognize participation in such
organi zations or activities as an offence punishable by | aw,
(c) Shall not permt public authorities or public institutions,
nat i onal
or local, to pronbte or incite racial discrimnation.

Article 5

In conpliance with the fundanental obligations laid down in article 2
of

this Convention, States Parties undertake to prohibit and to elimnate
racial discrimnation in all its forns and to guarantee the right of
everyone, wthout distinction as to race, colour, or national or

et hni c

origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoynent of the
follow ng rights:

(a) The right to equal treatnent before the tribunals and all other
organs adm ni stering justice;
(b) The right to security of person and protection by the State
agai nst
vi ol ence or bodily harm whether inflicted by governnent
officials or
by any individual, group or institution;
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(c) Political rights, in particular the rights to participate in
el ections--to vote and to stand for election--on the basis of
uni versal and equal suffrage, to take part in the Governnent as
wel |
as in the conduct of public affairs at any |evel and to have
equal
access to public service;

(d) Gher civil rights, in particular:

(i) The right to freedom of novenent and residence within the
border of the State;

(ii) The right to | eave any country, including one's own, and to
return to one's country;

(iii) The right to nationality;

(iv) The right to marriage and choi ce of spouse;

(v) The right to own property alone as well as in association

with

ot hers;

(vi) The right to inherit;

(vii) The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;

(viii) The right to freedom of opinion and expression;

(ix) The right to freedom of peaceful assenbly and associ ati on;

(e) Econom c, social and cultural rights, in particular:
(i) The rights to work, to free choice of enploynent, to just

and
favourabl e conditions of work, to protection against
unenpl oynent, to equal pay for equal work, to just and
favour abl e renunerati on;
(ii) The right to formand join trade unions;
(iii) The right to housing;
(iv) The right to public health, nedical care, social security
and

soci al services;
(v) The right to education and training;
(vi) The right to equal participation in cultural activities;

(f) The right of access to any place or service intended for use by
t he
general public, such as transport, hotels, restaurants, cafes,
t heatres and parKks.
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Article 6

States Parties shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction
effective

protection and renedi es, through the conpetent national tribunals and
ot her

State institutions, against any acts of racial discrimnation which
vi ol ate

his human rights and fundanental freedons contrary to this
Convention, as

well as the right to seek fromsuch tribunals just and adequate
reparation

or satisfaction for any damage suffered as a result of such

di scrim nation.

Article 7

States Parties undertake to adopt imredi ate and effective neasures,
particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and

i nf or mati on,

with a view to conbating prejudices which |lead to raci al

di scrim nati on and

to pronoting understandi ng, tolerance and friendshi p anong nati ons and
racial or ethnical groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal

Decl arati on

of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimnation of
Al

Forms of Racial Discrimnation, and this Conventi on.

PART ||
Article 8

1. There shall be established a Conmttee on the Elimnation of Racial
Discrimnation (hereinafter referred to as the Commttee) consisting
of

ei ght een experts of high noral standing and acknow edged inpartiality
el ected by States Parties fromanong their nationals, who shall serve
i n

their personal capacity, consideration being given to equitable

http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/BH490.txt (8 of 21)12/23/2003 2:36:06 AM



http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/BH490.txt

geographical distribution and to the representation of the different
forns
of civilization as well as of the principal |egal systens.

2. The nenbers of the Commttee shall be el ected by secret ball ot
froma

| i st of persons nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party nay
nom nate one person fromanong its own nationals.

3. The initial election shall be held six nonths after the date of the
entry into force of this Convention. At |east three nonths before the
dat e

of each election the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
addr ess

a letter to the States Parties inviting themto submt their

nom nati ons

within two nonths. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in

al phabetical order of all persons thus nom nated, indicating the

St ates

Parti es which have nom nated them and shall submt it to the States
Parti es.

4. Elections of the nenbers of the Committee shall be held at a
nmeeti ng of

States Parties convened by the Secretary-CGeneral at United Nations
Headquarters. At that neeting, for which two-thirds of the States
Parties

shall constitute a quorum the persons elected to the Commttee shal
be

t hose nom nees who obtain the |argest nunber of votes and an absol ute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties
present and

vot i ng.

5. (a) The nenbers of the Commttee shall be elected for a term of

f our

years. However, the terns of nine of the nenbers elected at the first
el ection shall expire at the end of two years; imediately after the
first

el ection the names of these nine nenbers shall be chosen by lot by the
Chai rman of the Conm ttee.

(b) For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose
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expert has
ceased to function as a nenber of the Conmttee shall appoint
anot her
expert fromanong its nationals, subject to the approval of the
Comm ttee.

6. States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of the
menbers of
the Commttee while they are in performance of Commttee duties.

Article 9

1. States Parties undertake to submt to the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations, for consideration by the Committee, a report on the
| egi sl ative, judicial, admnistrative or other nmeasures which they
have

adopt ed and which give effect to the provisions of this Conventi on:
(a)

Wi thin one year after the entry into force of the Convention for the
State

concerned; and (b) thereafter every two years and whenever the

Comm ttee so

requests. The Commttee may request further information fromthe

St ates

Parti es.

2. The Committee shall report annually, through the Secretary-
General, to

t he General Assenbly of the United Nations on its activities and nay
make

suggesti ons and general recommendations based on the exam nation of

t he

reports and information received fromthe States Parties. Such
suggesti ons

and general reconmmendations shall be reported to the General Assenbly
together with comments, if any, from States Parti es.

Article 10

1. The Conmttee shall adopt its own rul es of procedure.
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2. The Commttee shall elect its officers for a termof two years.

3. The secretariat of the Commttee shall be provided by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. The neetings of the Commttee shall normally be held at United
Nat i ons
Headquarters.

Article 11

1. If a State Party considers that another State Party is not givVing
ef f ect

to the provisions of this Convention, it may bring the nmatter to the
attention of the Conmttee. The Commttee shall then transmt the
comruni cation to the State Party concerned. Wthin three nonths, the
receiving State shall submt to the Coomttee witten explanations or
statenents clarifying the matter and the renedy, if any, that my
have been

taken by that State.

2. If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both parties,
either by bilateral negotiations or by any other procedure open to

t hem

within six nonths after the receipt by the receiving State of the
initial

comruni cation, either State shall have the right to refer the matter
agai n

to the Commttee by notifying the Cormttee and al so the other State.

3. The Commttee shall deal with a matter referred to it in
accordance with

paragraph 2 of this article after it has ascertained that all
avai | abl e

donmestic renedi es have been invoked and exhausted in the case, in
conformty with the generally recognized principles of international
| aw.

This shall not be the rule where the application of the renedies is
unr easonabl y prol onged.

4. In any matter referred to it, the Commttee may call upon the
St ates
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Parties concerned to supply any other relevant informtion.

5. When any matter arising out of this article is being considered by
t he

Commttee, the States Parties concerned shall be entitled to send a
representative to take part in the proceedings of the Commttee,

wi t hout

voting rights, while the matter is under consideration.

Article 12

1. (a) After the Commttee has obtained and collated all the
information it

deens necessary, the Chairman shall appoint an ad hoc Conciliation
Commi ssion (hereinafter referred to as the Conm ssion) conprising five
persons who nay or may not be nenbers of the Commttee. The nenbers
of the

Commi ssion shall be appointed with the unani nous consent of the
parties to

the dispute, and its good offices shall be nade available to the

St ates

concerned with a view to an am cable solution of the matter on the
basi s of

respect for this Convention.

(b) If the States parties to the dispute fail to reach agreenent
wi t hin
three nonths on all or part of the conposition of the
Conmm ssi on, the
menbers of the Comm ssion not agreed upon by the States parties
to
t he di spute shall be elected by secret ballot by a two-thirds
majority vote of the Coonmittee fromanong its own nenbers.

2. The nmenbers of the Conm ssion shall serve in their personal
capacity.

They shall not be nationals of the States parties to the dispute or
of a

State not Party to this Convention.

3. The Commi ssion shall elect its own Chairnman and adopt its own
rul es of
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procedure.

4. The neetings of the Conmm ssion shall nornmally be held at United
Nat i ons

Headquarters or at any ot her convenient place as determ ned by the
Conmm ssi on.

5. The secretariat provided in accordance with article 10, paragraph
3, of

this Convention shall also service the Conmm ssion whenever a dispute
anong

States Parties brings the Conm ssion into being.

6. The States parties to the dispute shall share equally all the
expenses

of the menbers of the Comm ssion in accordance with estimates to be
provi ded by the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations.

7. The Secretary-Ceneral shall be enpowered to pay the expenses of the
menbers of the Commi ssion, if necessary, before reinbursenent by the
St ates

parties to the dispute in accordance with paragraph 6 of this article.

8. The information obtained and coll ated by the Commttee shall be
made

avai l able to the Conm ssion, and the Comm ssion may call upon the
St ates

concerned to supply any other relevant informtion.

Article 13

1. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, it shall
prepare

and submt to the Chairman of the Cormttee a report enbodying its

fi ndi ngs

on all questions of fact relevant to the issue between the parties and
contai ni ng such recomendations as it may think proper for the

am cabl e

solution of the dispute.

2. The Chairman of the Commttee shall comrunicate the report of the
Commi ssion to each of the States parties to the dispute. These States
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shall, within three nonths, informthe Chairman of the Commttee
whet her or

not they accept the reconmendati ons contained in the report of the
Conmmi ssi on.

3. After the period provided for in paragraph 2 of this article, the
Chairman of the Commttee shall comunicate the report of the
Commi ssi on

and the declarations of the States Parties concerned to the other
St at es

Parties to this Conventi on.

Article 14

1. A State Party may at any tine declare that it recogni zes the
conpet ence

of the Committee to receive and consider comuni cations from

i ndi vi dual s or

groups of individuals within its jurisdiction claimng to be victins
of a

violation by that State Party of any of the rights set forth in this
Convention. No communi cation shall be received by the Commttee if it
concerns a State Party which has not nade such a decl arati on.

2. Any State Party which nakes a declaration as provided for in

par agraph 1

of this article nay establish or indicate a body within its nati onal

| egal

order which shall be conpetent to receive and consider petitions from
I ndi vidual s and groups of individuals within its jurisdiction who
claimto

be victins of a violation of any of the rights set forth in this
Conventi on

and who have exhausted ot her avail able | ocal renedies.

3. A declaration made in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article
and

t he nanme of any body established or indicated in accordance wth

par agr aph

2 of this article shall be deposited by the State Party concer ned
with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmt copies
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t her eof

to the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any
time by

notification to the Secretary-General, but such a w thdrawal shall not
af fect communi cations pending before the Commttee.

4. A register of petitions shall be kept by the body established or
I ndi cated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, and
certified

copies of the register shall be filed annually through appropriate
channel s

with the Secretary-CGeneral on the understanding that the contents
shal | not

be publicly disclosed.

5. In the event of failure to obtain satisfaction fromthe body
est abl i shed

or indicated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the
petitioner

shall have the right to communicate the natter to the Commttee
wi thin six

nont hs.

6. (a) The Commttee shall confidentially bring any conmuni cati on
referred

to it to the attention of the State Party alleged to be violating any
provi sion of this Convention, but the identity of the individual or
gr oups

of individuals concerned shall not be revealed without his or their
express

consent. The Commttee shall not receive anonynbus comruni cati ons.

(b) Wthin three nonths, the receiving State shall submt to the
Committee witten explanations or statenents clarifying the
mat t er
and the renedy, if any, that may have been taken by that State.

7. (a) The Committee shall consider communications in the |light of all
i nformati on nade available to it by the State Party concerned and by
t he

petitioner. The Commttee shall not consider any communication froma
petitioner unless it has ascertained that the petitioner has
exhausted all
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avai | abl e donestic renedi es. However, this shall not be the rule
where the
application of the renmedies is unreasonably prol onged.

(b) The Committee shall forward its suggestions and recommendati ons,
i f
any, to the State Party concerned and to the petitioner.

8. The Committee shall include in its annual report a summary of such
comruni cati ons and, where appropriate, a sunmary of the expl anations

and

statenents of the States Parties concerned and of its own suggestions
and

reconmendat i ons.

9. The Committee shall be conpetent to exercise the functions
provi ded for

in this article only when at least ten States Parties to this
Conventi on

are bound by declarations in accordance with paragraph I of this
article.

Article 15

1. Pending the achi evenent of the objectives of the Declaration on the
Granting of |Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es, contai ned
in

General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, the
provi si ons

of this Convention shall in no way limt the right of petition

granted to

t hese peoples by other international instrunents or by the United
Nat i ons

and its specialized agencies.

2. (a) The Conmmttee established under article 8, paragraph 1, of this
Convention shall receive copies of the petitions from and submt
expressi ons of opinion and reconmendati ons on these petitions to, the
bodi es of the United Nations which deal with nmatters directly rel ated
to

the principles and objectives of this Convention in their

consi derati on of
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petitions fromthe inhabitants of Trust and Non- Sel f - Gover ni ng
Territories

and all other territories to which General Assenbly resolution 1514
(XV)

applies, relating to matters covered by this Convention which are
bef ore

t hese bodi es.

(b) The Committee shall receive fromthe conpetent bodies of the
Uni t ed
Nati ons copies of the reports concerning the |egislative,
j udi ci al,
adm nistrative or other neasures directly related to the
princi pl es
and objectives of this Convention applied by the adm nistering
Power s
within the Territories nentioned in sub-paragraph (a) of this
par agraph, and shall express opinions and nake recommendations to
t hese bodi es.

3. The Committee shall include in its report to the General Assenbly a
summary of the petitions and reports it has received from United
Nat i ons

bodi es, and the expressions of opinion and recommendati ons of the

Comm ttee

relating to the said petitions and reports.

4. The Committee shall request fromthe Secretary-General of the
Uni t ed

Nations all information relevant to the objectives of this Convention
and

avail able to himregarding the Territories nentioned in paragraph 2
(a) of

this article.

Article 16

The provisions of this Convention concerning the settlenent of

di sputes or

conpl aints shall be applied without prejudice to other procedures for
settling disputes or conplaints in the field of discrimnation laid
down in
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the constituent instrunents of, or in conventions adopted by, the
Uni t ed

Nations and its specialized agencies, and shall not prevent the States
Parties from having recourse to other procedures for settling a

di spute in

accordance with general or special international agreenents in force
bet ween t hem

PART |||
Article 17

1. This Convention is open for signature by any State Menber of the
Uni t ed

Nati ons or nmenber of any of its specialized agencies, by any State
Party to

the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any ot her
State

whi ch has been invited by the General Assenbly of the United Nations
to

becone a Party to this Convention.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification. Instrunments of

ratification

shal|l be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Article 18

1. This Convention shall be open to accession by any State referred

to in

article 17, paragraph 1, of the Conventi on.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrunent of

accessi on

with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations.

Article 19

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after
t he
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date of the deposit with the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
of the
twenty-seventh instrunent of ratification or instrunment of accession.

2. For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after

t he

deposit of the twenty-seventh instrunment of ratification or

I nstrument of

accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after

the date of the deposit of its own instrunent of ratification or

I nstrunent

of accessi on.

Article 20

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and
circul ate

to all States which are or may becone Parties to this Convention
reservations made by States at the tinme of ratification or accession.
Any

State which objects to the reservation shall, within a period of

ni nety

days fromthe date of the said communication, notify the Secretary-
Gener al

that it does not accept it.

2. Areservation inconpatible with the object and purpose of this
Convention shall not be permtted, nor shall a reservation the effect
of

whi ch woul d inhibit the operation of any of the bodies established by
this

Convention be allowed. A reservation shall be considered inconpatible
or

inhibitive if at |least two-thirds of the States Parties to this
Conventi on

object to it.

3. Reservations nay be withdrawn at any tinme by notification to this
ef f ect

addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral. Such notification shall take
effect on
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the date on which it i s received.

Article 21

A State Party nmay denounce this Convention by witten notification to
t he

Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation shall take

ef fect one

year after the date of receipt of the notification by the

Secretary- General .

Article 22

Any di spute between two or nore States Parties with respect to the

i nterpretation or application of this Convention, which is not

settl ed by

negoci ati on or by the procedures expressly provided for in this
Conventi on,

shall, at the request of any of the parties to the dispute, be
referred to

the International Court of Justice for decision, unless the disputants
agree to anot her node of settlenent.

Article 23

1. Arequest for the revision of this Convention may be nmade at any

ti me by

any State Party by neans of a notification in witing addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The General Assenbly of the United Nations shall decide upon the
st eps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such a request.
Article 24
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall informall States

referred to in article 17, paragraph 1, of this Convention of the
fol | ow ng
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particul ars

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles 17 and
18;

(b) The date of entry into force of this Convention under article 19;

(c) Communi cations and decl arations received under articles 14, 20
and
23;

(d) Denunciations under article 21.
Article 25

1. This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spani sh texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the

archi ves of

the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations shall transmt
certified

copies of this Convention to all States belonging to any of the
categori es

mentioned in article 17, paragraph 1, of the Conventi on.

| N FAIl TH WHEREOF t he undersi gned, being duly authorized thereto by
their

respective Governnents, have signed the present Convention, opened for
signature at New York, on the seventh day of March, one thousand nine
hundred and si xty-six.
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