QUESTIONNAIRE on Women Human Rights Defenders

The International Campaign on Women Human Rights Defenders is now in the process of consolidating its work and establishing a coalition that will sustain its support to women human rights defenders in the future.  As part of this process, the campaign is developing a report on the state of affairs of women human rights defenders since 2005, when the campaign was launched, until the present.  

As an activist defending women’s rights or one of the women human rights defenders, we would like to request you to complete this questionnaire.  Your response will be the basis of the report and will inform the three-year strategic plan of the coalition. It will give us a better understanding of the profile of women human rights defenders worldwide, as well as  the violations and constraints they face in their work and the measures needed to address them.

It will take you about 1 - 2 hours to complete this questionnaire. You may answer it on your own, or you can form a focus group discussion for a collective reflection, but be sure that each participant in the group is writing on one questionnaire each.  Please add more spaces for your answers if necessary.  Your answers will be treated confidentially.  But if there is any information that you may not want to reveal, you may skip answering that specific question.  

Please return your completed form to dr@omct.org by 30 August 2008.

1.  Basic profile 

(This is to help us understand your personal context and how it relates to or affects your work as an activist/WHRD.  You may skip any question you choose not to answer in this section.)

1.1 Name (optional): _________________________________________________________________________
1.2 Age: 

_________ 18 – 25 years old

_________ 26 – 35 years old

_________ 36 – 45 years old

_________ 46 – 55 years old

_________ 55 and above

1.3 Sex: 

       Gender identity:

       Sexual Orientation:
1.4 Address/Place where you live: (please list city or country) _________________________________
1.5 Marital status (Please specify if single, married, divorced, separated, live-in, long-term partnership, or others):  _____________________________________________________________________
1.6 Do you have any children? 
_____ Yes _____ No  

How many? _______________

1.7 Main work/Occupation/ Profession:  ______________________________________________________

1.8 What is your average income per month?

________ US$5,001 and above

________ US$ 1,001 – 5,000 

________ US$ 501 – 1,000

________ US$ 201-500 

________ US$ 10 -200

or if not easy to convert to US dollars, state in your own currency/per month:  ___________________

1.9 Which sector or group do you belong to? Please specify for any or all of the categories.

· Nationality ___________________________________________________________________________

· Religion ______________________________________________________________________________

· Ethnicity _____________________________________________________________________________

· Caste________________________________________________________________________________

· Class (e.g., belong to either the lower income, middle-income or upper income group) _____________________________________________________________________________________

· And Sector/ Community (e.g., Indigenous Peoples, peasants, urban poor, lesbian, etc.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

· Others _______________________________________________________________________________

1.10 Did you have any formal education?  ______ Yes
_______ No

Please specify the highest level of education you attained: 

______ primary/elementary school


_______ graduate

______ secondary/high school



_______ post-graduate

______ college/university level


1.11 Please describe the work that you do (area/s of activism).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

1.12 Do you work with a formal organization? ______ Yes
_______ No

Name of organization: _____________________________________________________________________

Is your organization _____ Local     _____ National     _____ Regional    
_____ International?
2.  Defining Women Human Rights Defenders (WHRDs)
2.1 How long have you worked as an activist?  

________ Less than 1 year

________ 1- 5 years

________ 6 - 10 years

________ More than 10 years

2.2 Have you heard of the term “women human rights defenders” (WHRDs)? 

__________ Yes

 ____________ No
2.3 If yes, briefly what does it mean to you? ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2.4 Do you consider yourself to be a WHRD? __________ Yes

_____________ No

2.5 Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Identifying constraints, risks and violations

3.1 What violations do you address most in your field of work / community? Please list 3 – 5 violations and specify where they occur (e.g., family home, school, office, etc.)

	Violation
	Place where they occur
	Action/s taken by the STATE, if any, to address the violation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. 2 Do you experience any violations against yourself as a WHRD? __________ Yes
___________ No

If yes, please name 1 – 5 violations. (See attached sample of a list of violations.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.3 Please name 2 - 3 key obstacles / constraints /difficulties you face in your work.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.4 What do you think are the causes of these obstacles / constraints / difficulties?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3.5 What strategies do you use to overcome these obstacles? Please list 2 – 3 strategies.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Seeking accountability and justice

4.1 What have you done to seek justice / redress for the violations you experienced as an activist / WHRD? 

___________ None, I did not act on any of the violations committed against me. 

        Why not?  _______________________________________________________________________
___________ Yes, I acted on it at the following levels:

Locally (in your community): e.g., file complaint with police, report case to local government authorities/elders/ religious leaders or to an activist or service organization, organize a support group, etc. _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Nationally: e.g., file a case in court, report to National Human Rights / Women’s Rights Commission, organize a protest or campaign, find a shelter, seek emergency support.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Regionally: e.g., file case with a regional human Rights body such as the Inter-American Human Rights Commission of Human Rights, network with regional civil society groups.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Internationally: e.g., file a complaint before UN treaty bodies, report case to UN the Special Rapporteurs/Special Procedures, raise the case before the UN Human Rights Council, issue an international urgent appeal or action alert, etc.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4.2 In terms of processes and results, what have you achieved in accessing any of the mechanisms of justice / redress mentioned above? List 1 – 3 achievements.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

4.3 What have been the failures in accessing any of the mechanisms of justice/redress mentioned above?  Please list 1 – 3. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Attending to well-being and self-care

5.1 Identify which aspects of your personal life are being affected by your work as activist/WHRD.   

· Health conditions and physical well-being:  ________ Yes 

_________ No 
· Emotional and psychological conditions: _______ Yes

________ No  
· Time for recreation, rest, and pleasure:  _________ Yes

________ No

· Personal relationships with family, friends and lovers:  ________ yes
_________ No

· Personal growth and self-care:

________ yes

________ No 

· Others:  ______________________________________________________________________________

5.2  Identify 1-3 factors that have prevented you from enjoying a more balanced life as an activist/WHRD.  Please explain briefly how these factors negatively affected your well-being.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5.3 Identify 3 factors that supported you to have a more balanced life as an activist/WHRD.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

5.4 What measures, if any, do you take to take care of yourself as an activist / WHRD?  List 1 - 3.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  Assessing impact of work and campaign

6.1 As a result of your work as an activist / WHRD, what changes or development happened

· within yourself: ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

· in your family: ________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

· Among the members of your movement/s: ____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

· in the community / society you live in: _________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

· in the mechanisms for justice / redress you have used (see 4.1):  _______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6.2 Please name 3 factors that affect your work which you think must change so that you can achieve the results you hope for?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6.3 Do you have recommendations that could bring about this change?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6.4 Have you interacted with the International Campaign Women Human Rights Defenders in any way?  If yes, please describe.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Has this interaction influenced your work?  If yes, please explain how.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

( Thank you! (
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