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Geneva Centre for Democratic Control of Armed Forces
PROJECT SUMMARY: 

GLOBAL REPORT ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN ARMED CONFLICT
1. OBJECTIVE
The Geneva Centre for Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) is preparing a Global Report on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict. This Global Report, to be published in July 2007, will:

a) provide a global overview of the prevalence and nature of sexual violence in conflict, based on compilation and analysis of sexual violence data from all regions; and
b) identify good practice in security sector responses to address sexual violence in conflict.
DCAF actively seeks input into the development of this report.  In particular, we seek:

· qualitative and quantitative data to be used in the report; and 
· examples of good practice in responses of the police, military, peacekeepers, prisons, border authorities and the judiciary to sexual violence.
2. RATIONALE
Information about sexual violence in conflict situations is still scarce, scattered and selective, and there have been strong calls for more and ‘better’ data. There is as yet no global compilation of data on sexual violence in conflict.  Such a compilation would be a powerful tool in demonstrating the scope and magnitude of sexual violence in conflict; in highlighting the shared and varying vulnerabilities between regions; and to bring global attention to the issue. 
In preventing and responding to sexual violence in conflict, the security sector plays a key role. The military, police and peacekeepers, among others, are responsible for ensuring the physical security of civilians, and for identifying and arresting perpetrators. Prosecution services, the judiciary and the penal system are responsible for trying and punishing perpetrators. Government bodies that manage and monitor the security sector and justice institutions, and the parliament itself, must be engaged in efforts to end sexual violence in conflict. However, in debates around 'security' and security sector governance and reform, sexual violence (and violence against women, more generally) tends to be considered a marginal issue, a side-effect of insecurity rather than a key form of insecurity in itself. Sexual violence is very rarely the focus of specific initiatives within the security sector. Not surprisingly, there is a lack of information about good strategies within the security sector to prevent and respond to sexual violence in conflict, and in post-conflict security sector reform. 

There is an urgent need for a better practical understanding of how security actors can step up their prevention and response to sexual violence in conflict and post-conflict situations. For example: how police can protect vulnerable groups on a community level; good practice in training military personnel to respond to sexual violence; how transitional and informal justice systems can achieve justice for victims and their communities; strategies to involve women's civil society groups in security decision-making; and holding peacekeepers and private contractors to account for sexual violence. 

The Global Report on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict will address these two sets of needs by:

· Providing  global overview of the prevalence and nature of sexual violence in conflict, based on compilation and analysis of sexual violence data from all regions;

· Profiling examples of good practice from different regions in security sector responses to address sexual violence in conflict.

3. TARGET AUDIENCES
The target audiences of the Global Report on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict are:

· Individuals, governments and officials that are key decision-makers in matters of security, development and humanitarian assistance.

· United Nations and other international organisations, development agencies, and organisations working on security, development and humanitarian assistance.

· Security institutions, practitioners and personnel.
· Academics and researchers working on security or gender issues.

4. METHODOLOGY AND OUTLINE
The Global Report will utilise existing sources documenting sexual violence in conflict, including NGO and UN reports, published and unpublished research, reports by national institutions and documentation by criminal tribunals and truth and reconciliation bodies. The drafting of the Global Report will be overseen by an editorial group comprised of DCAF staff, experts on sexual violence in conflict, and members of the Working Group on Gender and Security Sector Reform.
5. TIMEFRAME

In Phase I, the first Global Report on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict will be produced and advocacy events held.
	September – June 2007
	Consultation meetings, review of the literature and drafting of the Global Report on Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict

	July 2007
	Publication of the Global Report

	August - September 2007
	Launch events for the Global Report 


In Phase II, workshops on best practice for the security sector in responding to sexual violence in conflict will be held.

6. OUTLINE OF THE GLOBAL REPORT

Section 1: Issues of terminology and methodology and a general outline of sexual violence in conflict settings and the roles of the security sector in prevention and response.
Section 2: Global overview of sexual violence in conflict by region, compiling data on sexual violence in conflict for each affected country.  The Global Report will include the following countries:

	REGION
	COUNTRY


	AFRICA
	Algeria

Angola

Burundi

Central African Republic (CAR)

Chad

Cote d'Ivoire

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Guinea
	Liberia

Mozambique

Namibia/ South Africa

Republic of Congo

Rwanda

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Uganda

Zimbabwe

	ASIA
	Afghanistan

Cambodia

East Timor

India

Indonesia

Myanmar (Burma)
	Nepal

Papua-New Guinea (Bougainville)
Philippines

Solomon Islands 

Sri Lanka

Tadjikistan

	EUROPE
	Azerbaijan

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia

Georgia (Abkhazia)
	Kosovo
Russia (Chechnya)

Serbia



	AMERICAS
	Colombia

El Salvador

Guatemala
	Haiti 
Nicaragua

Peru
United States of America

	MIDDLE EAST
	Iran

Iraq

Israel / The Occupied Palestinian Territories
	Kuwait

Lebanon
Yemen


Section 3: Discussion of key issues in security sector responses to sexual violence in conflict, highlighting good or 'promising' practices. The Global Report will focus on the following security sector actors/processes:

· Peacekeepers, with focus on troop contributing countries 
· Police 

· Military 

· Justice sector, including transitional justice and reparations
· Civil society initiatives

· DDR programmes that address sexual violence

7. CONTACT

Megan Bastick
Special Programmes Coordinator
Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces

	Email:
	m.bastick@dcaf.ch

	Phone:
	+ 41 (22) 741 77 34

	Fax:
	+ 41 (22) 741 77 05


















