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AFRICAN WOMEN PIONEERS 

 
 
As we know, no gains are made without struggle. We 
are standing today on the shoulders of  many of  our 
sisters who sacrificed so much in the past. Whether it 
is a leader such as Aline Sitoe Diatta of  Senegal or a 
market woman selling food to pay for her daughter’s 
education, or Lina Magaia of  Mozambique who led 
women in the struggle for peace — we owe them a 
huge debt and we owe it to them to continue that 
struggle. This booklet is a compilation of  African 
Women Pioneers and it is dedicated to all women of  
Africa including the new generation. 

This is a FAS Publication which is in progress.Interested individuals and organisations may send their profiles and 
photos to be included in  this publication. 
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 PRESIDENTS AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ms Ruth Sando Perry, interim president of 
Liberia, 1996-1997 

H.E Ms Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
President of Liberia Ms Madior Boye, Prime Minister of 

Senegal, 2001 -2002 

 Dr. Wandira Speciosa Kagibwe,  
Vice president of Uganda 1994–2003 Ms Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka,  

Deputy President of South Africa 
Ms Joyce Mujunu, 
Vice President, Zimbabwe 

Ms Aisatou N'Jie Saidy  
Vice President of Gambia 

Ms Alice Nzomukunda,  
Vice President of Burundi 

   PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
 
- Ms. Marie-Elise Gbebo, Candidate for Benin Presidency 
 
- Ms Zainab Bangura, Candidate for Sierra Leonean Presidency 
 
- Mrs Luis Dias Diogo, Prime Minister of Mozambique 
 
   

Ms  Maria do Carmo SILVEIRA, Prime   
   Minister ,Sao Tome and Principe 

PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN IN AFRICAN PARLIAMENTS 
 
- 49 % of the Rwandan Members of Parliament are women 
 
- 33 % of the South African Members of Parliament are women 
 
- 30 % of the Mozambique Members of Parliament are women 
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 WOMEN IN AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Nkosazana Dlamina Zuma, 
Foreign Minister of South Africa 

Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
Finance Minister of Nigeria 

Dr Kadi Sesay, Trade Minister, Sier-
ra Leone 

Ms Shirley Yema Gbujama, Minister for 
Women’s  Affairs of Sierra - Leone 

Ms Saara Kuugongelwa-
Amadhila, Finance Minister  
 Namibia 

Ms Aïchatou  Mindaoudou  
Foreign Affairs Minister, Niger 

Ms Edith Nawakwi, 
Former Finance Minister, 
Zambia 

Ms Asha Rose  Migiro, 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Tanzania 

Ms Hadja Mahawa Bangoura 
Former Minister  
Guinea 

Ms Aminata Tall, Minister 
of State , Senegal 

Ms Gladys Asmah,Minister of Fishe-
ries, Ghana 

Ms Agnes Taylor Lewis,  Minister, 
Sierra Leone 

Ms Fatoumata Diall, Human 
Right Advisor to the President 
of   Mali 
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Mrs Gertrude Mongella Chairper-
son  Pan-African Parliament 

Mrs Wangari Mathai, Nobel Peace 
Laureate, President of ECOSOCC 

Mrs Graça Machel is a member of the 
Panel of Eminent Persons of the Afri-
can. 
Union, 

Mrs Winnie Byanyima, Director, Women 
Gender and Development Directorate  
African Union Commission 

Mrs Salamata Sawadogo Chairperson African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights Mrs Marie Angélique Savané,  

Chair of the Peer Review Mechanism 
NEPAD. 

WOMEN IN AFRICAN  MECHANISMS 

Ms Angela Melo, Special Rapporteur on the 
Right of Women in Africa  

Ms Julienne Ondziel, Lawyer Former Special 
Rapporteur on Women’s Rights in Africa 

Ms Tankeu Elisabeth, AU Com-
missioner, Commerce and Industry 

Ms Julia Dolly Joiner, AU Commis-
sioner, Political Affairs  

 
- Ms Rosebud Kurwigila, AU Commissioner, 
Rural Economy and Agriculture 
 
- Ms Gawanas Bience Philomena, AU Com-
missioner, Social Affairs 
 
- Ms Litha Musyimi-Ogana, NEPAD 

 

Ms Yetunde Teriba,  Women and Gender 
Directorate, AU 
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WOMEN AS INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Najat Al-Hajjaji, Ambassador of 
Libya to the UN in  Geneva 

Ms Ameena Mohamed , Ambassador of Kenya 
to the UN in Geneva 

Ms Thelma Awori 
Head of UNDP 
Africa Bureau 

Ms. Ndioro Ndiaye, Deputy Di-
rector General of IOM 
 

Ms Awa-Marie Collseck,  
Executive Director, Roll Back Malaria 
Partnership 

Ms. Musimbi Kanyoro,  
General Secretary  YWCA 

- Ms Theresa Leigh-Sherman President of the Mano River Women Peace     
Network 
 
- Ms Saran Daraba Kaba, Former President of the Mano River Women 
Peace Network 
 
 - Ms Asna Ndiaye-UNDP, Regional Gender Advisor 
 
- Prof Magaret Vogt,, Special Asst. UN Under– Secretary General,, 
  New York 

Ms Valentine Rugwabiza, Ambassador  
of Rwanda to the UN in Geneva 

Ms Glaudine J Mtshali, Ambassador of 
South Africa to the UN      

Ms Rachel Mayanja, Special Adviser on Gender Issues 
and Advancement of Women to the UN Secretary-
General. 

Ms Kafui Adjamagbo-Johnson, 
Coordinator, WILDAF 

 Ms Saida Agrebi, Regional 
Coordinator, UN-NGO-
IRENE7Africa and ATM 

Ms Judith Bahemuka 
Ambassador of Kenya to the 
UN in New York 
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Ms Joyce Mends-Cole,  
former Senior Coordinator for refu-
gee women/gender equality, UNHCR 

Ms Asha Hagi Elmi, Founder 
and Chairlady, Save Soma-
lian Women and Children 

Ms Fama Hane Ba, Director 
UNFPA  

Ms Berhane Ras-
Work, President of 
Inter-African Commit-
tee 

Ms Bineta Diop, 
Founder/Executive 
Director of Femmes 
Africa Solidarité  

Ms Josephine 
Ouedraogo  Acting Dep-
uty Executive Secretary, 
Economic Commission 
for Africa  

Ms Mary Brownel, Liberian 
Women Initiative 

WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY (contd) 

Ms Yassine Fall ,African 
Women Millenium Initiative  

Ms Wanjiru Kihoro, President 
Abantu for Development 

Ms Pauline Biyong, President 
League of Children and Women 
Education 

Ms Aleya Hammad, Secretary General of   
  the Women Defending Peace Coalition  Ms Sarah Longwe FEMMNET Ms Khady Fall Tall  President 

WAWA 
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WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY (contd) 

-  Ms Mariam Maiga, Vice President FERFAP 
 
- Ms. Marjon Kamara – Director – Division of Operational Support, UNHCR 
 
- Ms Regina Amadi-Njoku, Regional Director for Africa, ILO  
 
- Ms Udom Boi-Betty, CSD, RollBack Malaria Partnership 
 
- Ms Samoya Colette, BANGWE, Geneva  
 
- Ms Catherine Mabobori, CAFOB-FERFAP 
 
-Ms Phoebe Nyawalo, Consultant 
 
- Ms Nkiru Igbelina-Igbokwe, Consultant 
 
- Ms Jessica Babihuga  Nkuuhe, Consultant 
 
- Ms Hussainatu Abdallah, Consultant 
 
- Ms Nana Tank, OSIWA 
 
- Ms Solange Habonimana, Burundi 
 
- Ms Nana Oye Lithur, Ghana 
 
- Ms Angela Dwamena Aboagye,The Ark Foundation 
 
- Ms Georgette Biebie Songo Mile, DRC 
 
- Ms Marie Therese Avemeka 
 
-Ms Nicole Deigna ,Cote D’Ivoire 
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PRIVATE SECTOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAWYERS AND JUDGES 

Judge Fatoumata Dembele Diar-
ra  

Judge Akua Kuenyehia Judge Navanethem Pillay Judge Haridiata Dakoure 

Ms Wendy Luhabe, Chairperson 
of Vodacom Ltd and Women’s 
Private Equity Fund 

Ms Bisi Fayemi Adeleye, Execu-
tive-Director of African Women 
Development Fund  

- Ms Nancy Ncube, Manager of CISCO 
 
- Ms  Salimata Dieng Diop,Chef de Service,  
    Sonatel , Senegal 
 
- Ms Bola Olabisi ,CEO , GWIIN 

Prof. Ama Ata Aidoo –
Acommplished Writer 

Dr. Marie-Louise Baricako, Uni-
versity Lecturer and Human Righ-
ts Activist 

Ms Esi Addy-Former Mi-
nister and University Lectu-
rer 

Prof. Kate Adoo Adeku-
Gender Activist and University 
Lecturer 

Ms Shirin Aumeeruddy-
Cziffra 
Ombudsperson for Mauri-
tius. 

- Prof Jadesola Akande, Nigeria 
 
- Dr Nana Pratt, Chemist and University Lecturer 
 
 

- Ms Soyata Maiga-Vice Président de 
l’Association des Juristes Maliennes 
 
- Ms Brigitte, Balipou-Guino, Magis-
trate 
 
- Ms Marie-France Goffri Lawson 
    Lawyer 
 
- Ms Sebera Marthe, Lawyer 
 
- Ms Catherine Van den Muijsenbergh 
  Lawyer 
 
-  Ms Barki Aicha, Lawyer 

Ms Thandi Orleyn-National 
Director-Commission For 
Conciliation Mediation and 
Arbitration,South Africa 

Ms Yasmine Jusu-Sheriff, 
Lawyer, Vice-President, 
MARWOPNET 

Ms Gisèle Yitamben,  
President, Association pour 
le Soutien et laa'Appui à la 
Femme Entrepreneur 

- Ms Fatma Zohra Karadja, Algeria  
 
- Dr . Fatou Sarr, UCAD, Senegal 
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Ms Tumi Makgabo, Former 
CNN “Inside Africa” 

Ms Femi Oke,CNN 

Ms Madeleine Makamabano, Journalist, 
Rfi 

Ms Janet Narh,  Journa-
list, London 
  

Ms Ofeibea Quist-Arcton , Journalist 

MEDIA  
 

Ms Catherine Fiankan Bokonga, 
Journalist 

 Ms Halima Balarbe, Journalist, 
Nigeria 

Ms Diana Zulu, Sports Journa-
list, Zambia 

Ms Gifty Afenyi-Dadzie,Media 
Consultant, Ghana 

Akwe Amosu, Journalist, 
AllAfrica 

Ms Madeleine Memb, Jour-
nalist, Cameroun 

Ms Awussaba Adjowa Mag-
bede, Journalist, Togo 

Ms Sore Ramata , Journalist,  
Burkina Faso 

Ms Glory Mushinge, Jour-
nalist, Zambia 

- Ms Ticky Monekosso, Media Consultant,     
   Geneva 
 
-  Ms Getrude Opare Addo, Journalist, Ghana 
 
-  Ms Zeguela Bagayoko,  Journalist 
 
-  Dr Audre Gadzekpo, Media Consultant, Ghana 
 
- Ms Maimouna Mills, Journalist 



11 

 

 
 

ARTS 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

YOUNG GENERATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Yvonne Chaka Chaka, 
Singer Ms Mbilia Bel, Singer  

- Ms Blondine Eya Nchama, Founder of the Ass. Refuge pour les Enfants des Grands Lacs Africains 
 
- Ms Hélène-Françoise Ndema, Founder of Afriqu’expo 
 
- Ms Ndieme Ndao, Founder of Kartedieme Cosmetic Products 
 
 - Ms Coumba Fall Conseil, Formation, Accueil en Hotellerie, Dakar  
 
-  Ms Daba Kebe, Senegal 
 
- Ms Matilda Asante, Joyfm, Accra 
 
- Ms Oumoul Sow, Senegal 
 
- Ms Ramata Camara, Ethiopia 
 
- Ms Aminata Dieye, Senegal 
 
- Ms Rosalie Lo, Senegal 
 
- Ms Maimouna Ndoye,Switzerland 
 
- Ms Ngara Ndour, Senegal 
 
- Ms Ama Anyemedu, Ghana 
 
- Ms Anita Serwaa Quarshie-Sam, Bank of Ghana, Ghana 
 
- Ms Josephine Ayiku-UNECE 
 
- Ms Edinam Atatsi, Ghana 
 
- Ms  Edna Aryee, Canada 
 
- Ms Ivy Apea, Ghana 
 
- Ms Jemima Nartey, Deputy Chief Commissioner, Ghana Scout Association 

Ms Collé Sow Ardo, Fashion Ajah Sy, Singer 
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International Secretariat 
8 Rue du Vieux-Billard 
Maisons des Associations 
P.O. Box 5037 
1211 Geneva 11 – Switzerland 
Tel: (41 22) 328 80 50 
Fax:(41 22) 328 80 52 
Email:info@fasngo.org   

Regional Office for Africa 
Stèle Mermoz Immeuble Rose, 
Appt. No. 31C, 
P.O. Box 45077 Fann,  
Dakar, Senegal 
Tel: +1 221 860 20 48 
Fax: +1 221 860 20 47 
Email: infodk@fasngo.org 

Representative New York  
United Nations Liaison Office 
Church Centre 
777 United Nations Plaza 5th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
Tel: +1 212 687-1369 
Fax: +1 212 661-4188 
Email. infony@fasngo.org 

www.fasngo.org 

Designed by:Charles Nii Ayiku 
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