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Dear Honorable:  
Chair, UN Commission on the Status of Women, Ambassador Gallardo-Hernandez 
Special Advisor on Gender Issues and the Advancement of Women, Rachel Mayanja 
Director, UN DAW, Carolyn Hannan 
Executive Director UNIFEM, Noeleen Heyzer   
Secretary General, KA 
GA President Jan Eliasson 
Executive Director, UNFPA, Thoraya Obaid 
 
 
Greetings: 
 
 The NGO Committee on the Status of Women NY and the undersigned organizations, are 
writing to you about two matters of great concern.  The first issue relates to the role of the Special 
Rapporteur on Violence against Women.  The second relates to the mandate of the Special 
Rapporteur on Violence against Women--the thematic issue of violence against women itself.  
 

We are deeply troubled that the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women is not 
participating at the upcoming 2006 session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women and that there exists no official mandate for her to annually report to and participate in 
the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women sessions.  
 
 It is clear that the work of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women relates 
directly to the central issues before the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.  
While the Special Rapporteur’s role is to report on the current global reality of violence against 
women to the Commission on Human Rights, the issues being considered by the Special 
Rapporteur are of utmost importance to the work of the United Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women.  The Special Rapporteur’s expertise on the substantive thematic issues serves the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women with crucial leadership as it undertakes its 
work. 
 

In addition, the participation of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women in the 
2006 Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women will provide an 
important contribution to the Secretary General’s study on violence against women as well as 
guidance to the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women which is currently 
conducting the study.  Her participation and leadership would also be invaluable to, “Violence 
against Women:  From Critical Concerns to Collective Action,” the one day conference that the 
NGO Committee on the Status of Women is holding Saturday, 4 March at the New York County 
Lawyer’s Association.     
 
 Further, the regular participation of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women 
before the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women ensures that there is a United 
Nations system-wide approach to the issues relating to violence against women, advancement of 
women and women’s human rights and development.  At a time of United Nations reform, the 
importance of institutionalizing the work of and the close collaboration between the Office of the 
High Commissioner on Human Rights and the United Nations Secretariat cannot be underscored.   
 
 We therefore urge that a mandate be issued requiring the Special Rapporteur on Violence 
against Women to annually report to and participate in the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women sessions.   
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 At the same time, we also urge the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
to officially schedule Violence against Women as one of the thematic issues to be considered 
during the 51st Session in 2007. By taking up this issue immediately after the Secretary General’s 
study on violence against women which will have been released during the 2006 General 
Assembly session, the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women and all member 
states will show their good will in truly reaffirming their commitment to the prevention and 
elimination of violence against women and to the promotion of human rights of women 
worldwide. 

  
Jackie Shapiro , Chair                                                                     Leslie Wright 
NGO Committee on the Status of Women  NY                             Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund                                        
Zonta International 

                                                                                         Weishan Huang 
Denise Scotto, Esq. Vice Chair                                                      Simply Help 
NGO Committee on the Status of Women NY 
International Federation of Women Lawyers                                 Eileen Gannon  
                                                                                                        NGO Representative 
Marilyn Fowler                                                                               Dominican Leadership conference 
PresidentWomen’s Intercultural Network (WIN) 
                                                                                                         Dr. Gilda A. Glasinovich                                                      
 Doctor Michele Dayras                                                                  Croatian World Conference 
 President, Sos Sexisme                                                                  The Council of Latinamerican Women 
 
 Janice Wood Wetzel                                                                       MAWULI DAKE   
 Main Representative                                                                       Women’s Initiative for Empowerment 
 International Association of Schools of Social Work                    and Leadership Development 
                                                                                                         Ghana 
 Lois Sagel 
 Programme Director                                                                       June Walker 
 Soroptimist International                                                                National President 
                                                                                                         Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist  
Pinar Ilkkaracan                                                                              Organization of America 
Women for Women’s Rights-NEW WAYS TURKEY 
                                                                                                         Dessima Williams 
Claire Fulcher                                                                                  Director 
 Main Representative                                                                       Grenada Education and Development 
Iternational Federation of Business and Professional Women        Programme 
 
 Sam Cook                                                                                       Dr. John Coonrod 
 Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom                Vice President 
                                                                                                         The Hunger Project 
  
 Johanna Sterbin                                                                             Ruth Ojiambo Ochieng 
 International Federation of Women Lawyers (FIDA)                   Isis-Women’s International 
                                                                                                        Cultural Exchange 
 
 Annette Lawson                                                                            Noirin Clancy 
 National Alliance of Women’s Organizations (UK)                    Coordinator   
                                                                                                        Women’s Human Rights Alliance 
                                                                                                        Ireland 
 
Sharon Altendorf                                                                           
Inernational Presentation Association of the Sisters 
of the Presentation                                                                        Hannah Aleander 
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                                                                                                       Women’s Federation for World 
Charlotte Hord Smith                                                                    Peace International 
Director, Policy Division 
Ipas                                                                                                 Shulamith Koenig                                      
                                                                                                       PDHRE 
Hossam Bahgat                                                                              People’s Movement for Human 
Director                                                                                          Rights Learning 
Egyptian Initiatives for Personal Rights 
                                                                                                        Catherine E. Moore 
Clare Nolan                                                                                    International Federation of 
NGO Representative                                                                      University Women 
Congregation of the Good Shepherds 
                                                                                                       Grace Wedekind 
Dr. Diedre Mullen                                                                          National Council of Women 
Director                                                                                          of Great Britain 
Global Mercy Concern 
Representing the Sisters of Mercy at the UN                                Dr. Bobbi Nassar 
                                                                                                       International Federation of Settlements 
Judy Lear                                                                                       and Neighborhood Centers 
Main Representative                                                                       
Gray Panthers                                                                                Janet Stovin 
                                                                                                       Women of Reform Judaism 
Juana C. Conrad 
President                                                                                        Margaret Mayman 
Women for International Peace and Arbitration                           The Association of Presbyterian Women 
                                                                                                       New Zealand 
Dana Raphael, Ph.D. 
The Human Lactaction Center                                                       Ann Scholz 
                                                                                                        Director of the UN NGO Office  
 Helen Stempalia                                                                            School Sisters of Notre Dame 
 Pax Romana 
                                                                                                        J Erdenechimeg 
 Mary Singletary                                                                             President 
 President                                                                                        Mongolian Women’s Federation 
 National Council of Women of the United States 
                                                                                                        Hope Miller 
 Jane Quinlan                                                                                  UNA/USA 
 NGO Liaison of the Ursuline Sisters 
 Congregation of Tildonk                                                               Ursula Nowakowska 
                                                                                                        Women’s Rights Center, Poland 
 John Kim 
 International Fellowship of Reconciliation                                  Lois A. Herman 
                                                                                                       Coordinator WUNRN 
Hannelore Hahn                                                                             MiraMed Institute 
Executive Director                                                                         Guild of Service, India 
International Women’s Writing Guild 
                                                                                                       Sudha Acharya 
Catherine Ferguson                                                                        All India Women’s Conference 
UNANIMA International                                              
                                                                                                       Corann Okorodudu 
 Kay Fraleigh                                                                                 American Psychological Association 
International Alliance of Women 
 
Pauline Yao                                                                                      Janice Wood Wetzel 
Femmes Cote d’Ivoire Experience                                                   International Association of Schools 
                                                                                                          of Social Work 
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Apolostolova Ruzica 
Humanitarian Association of                                                            Ceri Hayes 
Single Mothers                                                                                  Womankind Worldwide 
 
Yevgeniya Kozyreva                                                                         Angelina Hurios Calcerradad 
Public Association Feminist League                                                 International Federation of Women 
                                                                                                           in Legal Careers 
Safiyya Sarkin 
International Union of Anthropological                                           Judy Grodin 
And Ethnological Sciences                                                               PPSEAWA 
 
Julianne Cart wright                                                                         Lila Prounis 
Board of Directors                                                                            Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Council 
Human Rights Associates 
 
Muriel Hertan 
Women’s American ORT/World ORT 
 
Nancy E. Wallace 
World Federation on Mental Health 


